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EXPLOSIVES DISCOVERY — AUSTRALIND 

713. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Premier: 
I refer to the TATP explosives found at Australind, which were exploded by police yesterday, and reports of 
further explosives found today. 

(1) When did the Premier become aware of the discovery of these dangerous explosives? 

(2) When were federal authorities informed? 

(3) Why has a full statement not been provided to Parliament on the public safety and security issues 
surrounding these discoveries? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 
(1)–(3) I am surprised by that question, for a very good reason. This is a serious issue and should be treated as 

such. I was advised yesterday of the material discovered in Leschenault Inlet and I was briefed 
accordingly. The operation has been conducted by Western Australia Police, and federal agencies, 
including the Australian Federal Police, are involved. Today another object, unknown at this stage, was 
discovered in the Leschenault Inlet area and exactly what it is has yet to be identified. I stress that this is 
an extremely serious situation. There is a police operation on right now involving federal agencies, and 
the last thing we need is a political debate on a matter that police operations and federal agencies are 
dealing with. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: We need some accountability, though. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: I am disappointed that the Leader of the Opposition — 
Ms M.M. Quirk: Get over it! 
The SPEAKER: Member for Girrawheen, I call you to order for the second time. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: It is clear that some—not all—members of the opposition do not take this seriously and 
seek to gain some sort of political commentary about it. Indeed, as I understand it, the Leader of the Opposition 
described my comments as flippant, or words to that effect, to the media today. He put out a press release asking 
a whole series of questions and tried to make a political issue about a very large, very serious and very sensitive 
police and federal operation taking place today. I assume I can trust the Leader of the Opposition. If he wishes to 
have a one-on-one private briefing on this matter, I will arrange for that to happen. However, the matter is 
confidential and the Leader of the Opposition is not to use it politically and he is not to interfere in the 
operations, as I will not. I am willing, and if the Leader of the Opposition wishes to have that briefing, it will be 
arranged and available for him this afternoon.  
 


	EXPLOSIVES DISCOVERY — AUSTRALIND
	713. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Premier:

